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KIM LOUIS GUSTAFSON  
TV/THEATER/FILM/VOICE 

 

 
 

BIOGRAPHY 
 

Kim made her debut onto the professional stage in 1994 at the tender age of 17, as “Pamela” in the 
Kramer/Petersen musical Poison. A student production for which approximately 500 kids auditioned at the 
Joseph Stone Auditorium as part of Volkswagen Student Music Active Theatre program in collaboration 
with David Kramer & Taliep Petersen productions. POISON tackled the serious socio-economic problems of 
gangsterism and drug abuse on the Cape Flats. She was pleased to star again as “Pamela”, in the 
professional production in 1996 at the Arts Cape theatre. Thereafter, the production headed to Port 
Elizabeth’s Opera house and later in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  After 1 year of studying performance at UCT, 
she was offered a lead role in “Klop–Klop” at the Baxter Theatre. A celebration of the 10 year partnership 
between the two writer/composers, which ran at the Baxter theatre. 
 
In 1997, the bug had bitten and her wish to do another professional show was realised as Kim was written 
into her dream role ; the only female lead in an all-male cast, as “Lucy Dixon”, the bossy vocal coach who 
whipped her four counterparts into shape , in the Kramer/Petersen hit musical, Kat & the Kings at the Baxter 
Theatre. The show received international attention and was later invited to the Tricycle Theatre in London. 
Kim left to have a baby while the show transferred to the West End where it won the Laurence Olivier 
Award for Best New Musical. Kim was part of the original cast to open again at the Cort Theatre on 
Broadway in 1999 when the show was nominated for three Drama Desk Awards and a Drama League 
Award. This was the first musical from Cape Town to be staged on the West End and Broadway and the 
highlight still today of her musical career.  
 
Romance bloomed shortly thereafter and Kim married in New York before coming home to start her family. 
Kim (Louis) Gustafson, now wife and mother of three; enjoys feeding her soul with short theatrical / musical 
stints at the Milnerton playhouse Amateur dramatic society. Not long after joining in 2000, she won the 
Cape Times award for best female lead in the musical tribute to Carol King in 2004. Today she is also a 
council member on the board of the Nelson Mandela Museum in Mthatha and aside from travelling to fulfil 
her duties, she enjoys cameo performances for the many causes and organisations she is passionate about 
such as CANSA, CANSA TLC, Depression Awareness and Youth Development.  
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She currently owns and runs “Centre Stage Vocal & Performance Coaching” from her home in Milnerton 
and renders her services as a motivational speaker, facilitator and MC in the Social development and 
corporate sector. Kim is back on the professional stage after 20 years in one of the lead roles, “Dinah”, in 
David Kramer production of Langarm which runs at the Fugard Theatre from Nov 2018 to Mar 2019.  

 

 

 


